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AMAZON ROCKET LAUNCH

On Wednesday 13th October, Amazon’s
founder and executive chairman, Jeff
Bezos, crewed another Blue Origin
space flight. He was accompanied on
board by Canadian actor, William
Shatner, who famously played Captain
Kirk in the original “Star Trek” television
series. At age 90, Shatner became the
oldest person ever to fly to space.
The shuttle launched from the
company’s launching ground in the
Texas desert and the voyage lasted ten
minutes, rocketing the crew 66 miles above
the Earth's surface. The crew experienced a
few moments of weightlessness, before
Jeff Bezos offered Tom
parachuting back to the desert floor, where
Hanks a seat on the
they were greeted by their relieved families.
spaceflight before William
Despite playing
Shatner, but he turned it
the role of a Star
down because of the price
ship Captain for
tag of £28 million
many years,
Shatner admitted
before the
launch that he was “thrilled and anxious and a
little nervous and a little frightened about this
whole new adventure”. Jeff Bezos later revealed
that Amazon sold an impressive £73.4m worth of
tickets for customers who wished to follow Bezos
and Shatner to the edge of space. Bezos isn’t
alone in his adventures, with billionaires Elon
Musk and Richard Branson also pumping
resources into their own space ambitions.
However, a day later ,Prince William voiced his disapproval to the BBC; “We
need some of the world’s greatest brains and minds fixed on trying to repair
this planet, not trying to find the next place to go and live". Whilst the damage
to our planet and climate change is a prevalent issue, Prince William added
that he didn’t want his son George to have to voice the same concerns in
forty years’ time. (Ellen Billington 14A)
Sources: BBC, The New York Times

The autumn budget took place on October 27th 2021. Chancellor Rishi Sunak
announced the following measures and we are going to put them in simpler terms.
•

Alcohol Tax– A new system will tax
drinks on their strength not their
category. For example drinks like beer
could become cheaper .

•

Taper Rate– The taper rate is the
amount of universal credit payments
that claimants lose. Universal Credit is
a payment from the government if you
are on low income or are not able to
work. The budget cut this from 63p to
55p. Basically, this means that if you
earn an extra £1, you will lose 55p in
benefits.
National Living Wage– The National
living wage is the minimum pay per
hour almost all workers are entitled to.
This is due to increase in April 2022. Most importantly the minimum wage for 16/17
year olds will increase from £4.62 to £4.81 and for 18 to 20 year olds it will
increase to £6.83.

•

•

Flying- From April 2023 long haul flights will be more expensive, while domestic
flights, or in other words, flights within the one country, will be 50% cheaper - this
includes flying anywhere within the UK

Mr. Sunak promised with these measures that they would help ‘build a stronger
economy for the British People’. It is predicted
that middle income earner will be the worst off.
Although wages are increasing, this will be
offset by increased taxes and increasing prices
of fuel and food.
(Chloe McErlean 14A)

Source: The Guardian

Niavac is currently owned by Managing
Director and Academy past pupil, James
Conlon. You may recognise the name Niavac
as they produced all the interactive boards in
our school. Niavac also manufacture audio
systems, digital signage, interactive
technology and provide event services with
installations. Recently, ‘The Wrap Up!’ had an
interview with James about what his job
entails.
“So normally I’m in the office at about 7:30am
and the operations manager will already be
working with the teams that are heading out
to installations. Once a month, we have an IT
briefing to check cyber security and general
operation processes and improvements.
I will then oversee the events team. Before the pandemic, the team would supply live
events in hotels and conferences, but we now have virtual studios on the premises,
where customers can come in and broadcast to their clients or employees.
After, I go out to project sites to give
general advice to the architect and the
client. I will also meet with my financial
controller and head of departments,
where we will discuss targets and
upcoming projects. We are
continually evaluating and seeing where
the market is – innovation is key.
Having good customer service is also
key as lots of our work comes from
good customer referrals. Sometimes I’m
in London, meeting with suppliers to
ensure we are at the forefront of our
game. There could be various meetings
about the day-to-day running of the business and sales demonstrations. We are in a
competitive market, but it’s all down to the staff who go the extra mile to make sure
everything is 100%”.
(Cassie Arthurs 14B)

Boris Johnson’s
Free holiday
Whilst many of us would love to enjoy a holiday to the Spanish coast, many of us
can’t afford to at the moment due to the current Covid restrictions adding on the
pounds to the holidays price tag. However, this seems to be no issue for the
Prime minister Boris Johnson, who has recently enjoyed a holiday free of charge
thanks to his buddy and colleague Lord
Goldsmith. This has caused the Prime
Minister to come under a great deal of
scrutiny. Lord Goldsmith is a government
minister who was previously Conservative
MP for Richmond Park before he lost his
seat at the 2019 general election. Despite
his rejection by voters in the south west
London constituency, Mr. Johnson
subsequently made Lord Goldsmith a Tory
peer in the House of Lords so he could
keep his ministerial role.

On October 1st, photos emerged of Mr. Johnson and his family enjoying a luxury
holiday, which was reported to usually cost as much as £25,000 a week to rent.
(picture below) This has led to opposition parties calling for an inquiry into
Johnson's free holiday at a Spanish villa. Despite the PM declaring the trip on the
Register of Ministers' Interests, they still feel that the Prime Minister is favoring
those who can give him something in return.
Labour's deputy leader, Angela
Rayner, has written to the
Parliamentary Commissioner for
Standards, Kathryn Stone, saying
the public would draw the
conclusion the PM was "dishing out
cushy jobs to his friends who pay for
his luxury holidays". The Liberal
Democrats said the Conservatives
"don't have a shred of integrity left"
after this week's row over standards.
"The Tories have shown they can't
be trusted to mark their own homework on this issue," she added. "They are now
the party of sleaze," added Liberal Democrat chief Wendy Chamberlain.
(Grainne Hanna 14A)

Source: BBC News

From the 31st October to the 12th November, the United Nations Climate
change conference took place in
Glasgow (aka COP26). Boris Johnson
welcomed world leaders at the biggest
ever world meeting aimed at tackling
global warming. Some of you may have
heard of the Paris Agreement ultimately the Glasgow summit is a
continuation of this agreement with 200
countries and 25,000 people attending.

Why is this summit needed?
In simple terms, the world is getting
warmer. It is 1.2° warmer than the 19th century. While many people in Ireland
would gladly accept the warmer weather and higher temperatures, it has
catastrophic consequences on our environment, such as the increase in
wildfires, Pacific Islands disappearing under rising sea levels, global droughts,
and food shortages.

What was decided at the summit?

Forest rich countries such as Brazil,
Canada and the US have promised to
stop deforestation by 2030. A lot of
attention has also been paid to China,
who are the world's biggest polluter,
contributing 28% of our global
emissions (Ireland contributes
0.000012%). China has made no
immediate major climate pledges, but
the president Xi Jinping has promised
to go carbon neutral by 2060, however,
many argue this is not soon enough.
The USA also aims to ensure half of all
new vehicles are electric by 2030, and
promise to cut CO2 by at least 50% by
2030. Other countries making promises to cut use of fossil fuels by 2030
include Russia and India. Moreover, the UK has promised to donate £290
million to countries most affected by climate change (normally the poorer
countries who are disappearing due to rising sea levels). The whole conference
was a series of promises from rich countries who are doing irreversible damage
to the planet. However, as great and hopeful as these promises are, action
needs to be taken.
(Éadaoin Casey 14H)
Source: BBC News

The future is here! Nottinghamshire
County Council say that they hope to
bring a new 5G connection that can
give visitors an immersive Robin hood
themed interactive hologram
experience, which will be called ‘An
Arrow Through Time’. Located in
Sherwood Forest, visitors will be given
a reality headset using 5G, which may
revolutionise the way in which we have
fun and use leisure time. According to the council, this £10 million investment is
on track to be fully trialled later this year.
However, what exactly is 5G? Well, 5G is the 5th generation of mobile
networks. Although similar to 4G, 5G is faster and is designed to carry up to
100x more traffic capacity and network efficiency. This is a huge step forward in
the world of technology and brings huge economic benefits. By 2035, the
creation of 5G may produce 22.8 million jobs,
which is more than one job for every person in
Beijing, China. Additionally, by 2035, 5G is said to
The type of robot that
bring in $13.1 trillion worth of goods and services
they are using (Aliengo
across the industries it supports.
A1) only costs 2,700
USD
Excitingly, Nottinghamshire County Council also
said that a new remote-controlled ranger dog is
being trialled, which will also use 5G. The
purpose of the robot dog is to access cut-off
areas of the forest, so that the health and
condition of Sherwood Forest can be monitored.
Some of the credit for this amazing invention can
go to Birmingham City University, who designed
and supplied the UK’s first robot forest ranger
dog. (Picture to the right)
With 5G becoming an enormous part of our
futures, we may ask the question: will this
extraordinary invention become our new
ordinary?
(Ryan Smith 14B)

Source: About Sherwood Forest
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