
 
4th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

 

I hope that you and your families remain safe and well at this challenging time.   

As we are now well into third term, we have been reviewing all of our pupils’ engagement with on-line 

learning and, overall, the story is very encouraging. I would like to commend all of those pupils and their 

families for their perseverance and initiative. We are seeing lots of very good quality work being done and 

while we all understand the limitations of learning in this way, we have to acknowledge that the vast majority 

are doing their best and we can ask for no more. We have identified a small number of pupils whose level of 

engagement has been very limited and one of the senior staff will have been in touch about this. If there are 

ways that we can reasonably support those who haven’t been fully engaging it is important that you explore 

the options with us. We will continue to monitor the work and make adjustments as appropriate. 

 

As always, we are mindful that the health and wellbeing of every family is the priority in the current 

circumstances. Working from home on a long-term basis is not ideal for all families or teachers for a variety 

of reasons and we have to continue to be patient. At this stage we do not expect lessons to continue for pupils 

in Years 12 and 14 but, it remains important for those in Year 11 and 13 to stay in touch with their learning 

so as to give themselves the best possible start when classes resume. Later, important decisions will have to 

be taken with respect to which examination modules each pupil will take in the Summer of 2021. This is 

something that we will apply our attention to after normal school resumes. 

 

Our careers department also remains in contact with pupils through Google classroom as some pupils may 

need guidance on subject choice or university applications. I would expect our Year 13 pupils to be focusing 

on three areas this term; researching their third level options, beginning their personal statement and 

completing, where possible, work experience. Due to the current emergency some of the conventional work 

experience opportunities are not available but we are hearing about many positive and uplifting stories of 

pupils volunteering and working in key areas. These are valuable experiences and very worthy of inclusion 

in your university applications and your CVs. Where workplaces are closed, some pupils are seeking 

conversations or interviews with professionals in careers that interest them, Again, this is a very useful and 

commendable approach and we would encourage our Year 13s to exercise initiative in this way. 

 

I would like to commend our Key Stage 3 pupils. The levels of engagements and quality of work from our 

Years 8 – 10 has been excellent and I urge them to keep it up over the coming weeks. I would urge them not 

to panic if everything doesn’t always work as we are all experiencing occasional connectivity problems and 

other technical issues. If for any reason, a pupil has got a bit behind in a subject, please don’t be anxious 

about this. It is best to focus on the current work and try to keep up with it and, if time allows, have a look 

again at the work you have missed.  

As always, you can contact the school using the school e-mail info@stpatricksacademy.ni.sch.uk  

We have a skeleton staff available each day and while I cannot guarantee that there will always be someone 

available to take telephone calls, we are trying to maintain as normal a service as possible. 

Finally, I would like to wish everyone well and urge our pupils to continue to adhere to the Public Health 

Agency guidance in the interests of the whole community.  

 

Mr F Donnelly 

Principal 
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