
Message to Year 14 

Like everyone else, you find yourself in a situation that only a few weeks ago you would 

never have expected. The past few days have been momentous because a global pandemic 

has unfolded rapidly, changing many things that we always considered certainties. For you, 

one of those things is your final A Level examinations. 

Firstly, we should put everything into perspective. This pandemic is projected to affect many 

thousands of people in our own area and millions, globally. It is already causing loss of life 

and the hospitals, surgeries and pharmacies are struggling to cope with the demands. Those 

who work in the healthcare sector, in particular, are facing one of the most stressful and 

challenging episodes of their careers. Many people in your own extended families are living 

in isolation and everyone is having to make an extra effort to protect each other. 

There are knock-on effects everywhere as Government and society attempts to curb the 

spread of the virus. Businesses are closing, people are losing their jobs, public events are 

being cancelled and schools have been closed. Your school career has suddenly been cut 

short and you won't be sitting your examinations. 

We have received some guidance from the Department of Education over the past two days 

and you should be heartened by this. Firstly, there is the certainty that the examinations are 

cancelled. Secondly, there is commitment to ensure that, as far as possible, students will be 

able to progress onto Higher or Third Level education, into employment or apprenticeships in 

the same way that they would have done under normal circumstances. Grading will be 

evidence-based. 

We also have some detail on how this will be achieved; The Examination Board will take into 

consideration the previous examinations that you have already completed, such as AS and 

GCSE examinations, they will look at the school tracking of your performance such as 

assessment phase results and class tests, complete or partially complete coursework, practical 

examinations and so on as well as projected grades. This should not cause undue concern as a 

wide range of data will be taken into account. Also, the inevitable improvement that would 

normally come with your final preparations in the period between now and May/June can be 

taken into account by reference to the historical data that Examination Boards hold. The 

school will assist in every way possible to ensure that the grades assigned are fair. Again, to 

keep things in perspective, examinations are not the most important matter right now and 

they are only one of many ways of assessing a student's progress. The more important thing is 

that you have engaged with your education and that you continue to do so. Whatever 

mechanism is deployed this year, we want to ensure that it is fair and that it enables you to 

progress in the same way that you would have done had examinations been running. 

In the meantime, you may be left with a void in your life and I would encourage you to use it 

constructively. Firstly, remember the reason why you are off school. There is a serious and 

life-threatening epidemic sweeping through our communities so comply with the restrictions 

that are required of you. Social distancing is required to protect the whole community; it is 

not just about you. Many of the activities that you normally enjoy will not be available to you 

for a few months; socialising in groups, driving around with friends in your car, playing 

contact sports and so on. Find other things to do. That shouldn't be too difficult, as you are a 

social media generation. Help with household chores, help with elderly neighbours. 



Volunteer with some of the sectors that are in need. Above all, be fastidious about washing 

your hands, avoiding close contact with others and covering coughs and sneezes, as advised. 

Devote time to reading and, even though your examinations will not be running, many 

lessons for the remainder of the year are available on Google Classroom and you should 

endeavour to complete your 'A' Level education by working on and enhancing your skills. 

There are also other opportunities that might interest you. For example, you could enrol on 

one of the Open University's certified courses. These will keep you connected to the 

educational world and could provide you with a useful additional qualification*. 

Remember, that you are still on the school roll and you should keep in touch with school 

using the digital links. There will be important decisions to be made regarding UCAS choices 

in the months ahead and we will continue to plan for a Celebration of Achievement at an 

appropriate time in the future, when the current crisis has passed. 

Whatever you do, be positive, use your talents and skills in the service of your families and 

communities, look after yourselves and see this time as one when you exhibit your sense of 

social responsibility and maturity. Keep in touch with or reconnect with your parish and pray 

for those who are afflicted with this virus and those who care for them. If you or your friends 

find it difficult to deal with the situation, remember that there are many sources of support 

both in and out of school. The school counsellor has provided some guidance that you may 

wish to follow and, of course, the counselling service remains in operation via skype. 

Mr F Donnelly 

Principal 

* https://www.futurelearn.com 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue# 
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