
 
 
26 March 2020 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
I hope you that you are all well and managing to keep your families safe. 
 
When schools closed last week there was, understandably, considerable concern about how 
our young people would continue with their education and how their social and emotional 
wellbeing might be affected. Everyone has worked very hard and shown incredible patience 
as we all become accustomed to on-line teaching and learning, social distancing and 
isolation. One thing that we can all agree on is that it is a learning experience for all of us – 
pupils, parents and teachers. Therefore, as we reflect upon the frustrations and pressures as 
well as the joys and discoveries of the past week, we should keep to the fore the need to 
understand each other and to exercise patience and care as we try to navigate this new world 
in the most challenging of circumstances.  
As teachers, we have to be acutely aware, when we are communicating over Google 
classroom, that each pupil will be in a family setting where parents, brothers and sisters are 
all trying to get on with their lives, working from home, competing for time on the family 
computer or iPad, helping younger siblings with their on-line work and so on. We are also 
conscious that when the teacher is working with a class he or she may also be trying to 
manage with their own children who are navigating their primary or secondary school work 
and dealing with the usual family matters.  
Google classroom was always intended to be a support to learning, a good way to develop 
independent learning and to enhance or consolidate what was done in the classroom. In this 
emergency situation we are trying to use it as an alternative to normal school and it can never, 
of course, be a replacement for the conventional classroom. What it can do, is keep our young 
people engaged with their learning, keep them connected to their school, their teachers and 
their classmates. They can still learn a lot but it is difficult to replace the teacher speaking 
directly to the pupil, question and answer, explanations, discussion and so on. In the current 
crisis, everyone can only do their best.  
You may find it useful to check the school website (www.stpatricksacademy.org.uk) and 
click on the orange button marked Covid-19, where you will find the Google classroom codes 
and you can then check with your children if they are logging into each subject and 
progressing with the work. Please note: these codes will be changed for security reasons at 
midday on Monday 30th March so it is important that pupils log on to each subject before 
then. Should you require a new code after this time, just complete the ‘code request’ form 
located on the school app or the COVID-19 page of the school website.  Teachers will keep a 
record of pupils who have not registered. 
 
In taking the decision to close schools, the government was acknowledging that, for a time, 
the threat to health and to life is more important than schooling and we have to prioritise the 
care and protection of our families and communities. The education that our children will 
experience during this period may not be ideal but so long as everyone does their best with it, 
we can ask no more. In the first week pupils and teachers have encountered many ‘teething’ 
problems but we have managed to resolve most of these. We would ask for continued 
patience because this is new to everyone and and some of the difficulties are not so easy to 
resolve.  
Remote learning cannot provide for the fullness of normal school life but we are working to 
ensure that there is pastoral support in place and that there is space for spiritual reflection and 



prayer. The school counselling service continues, using an on-line forum. (see the Covid19 
section on the school website) 
We know that our young people are resilient and adaptable and we hope to keep everyone 
positive and engaged with their learning by providing added structure and purpose in their 
daily lives. We would emphasise that there are opportunities for very worthy learning in the 
home too through helping out in the kitchen, preparing meals or working in the garden, or 
helping younger siblings with their reading or maths. We understand, therefore, that a pupil 
who is assisting in the home in this way is also learning. 
As we go forward, things may change in the families of our pupils and staff so we are 
developing a communication forum for everyone to use so that we all have the best possible 
awareness and understanding of each other’s situations.  
We are keeping our remote learning systems under review and will update you as we refine 
and develop it. 
We pray that all in our school community remain hopeful and stay safe at this worrying time.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr F Donnelly 
Principal 
 


