
 

13 March 2020 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 

Following the closure of schools in the Republic of Ireland and the recent statement by the 

First Minister, it appears likely that a school closure will be implemented in Northern Ireland. 

In anticipation of this, our teachers have been working hard to complete public examination 

courses, coursework and practical examinations. Some of these have been brought forward as 

a precaution.  

We have been promoting good hygiene guidance around the school for several weeks and 

operating an enhanced cleaning routine so as to minimise the risk of infection and the policy 

of self-isolation has been activated where specific concerns have arisen. We will maintain 

these policies for as long as necessary. We have also cancelled inter-school activities and 

large group activities as a precaution. Thank you for your cooperation with all of these 

measures.  

As the school is already well advanced with the use of Google Classroom, we have made sure 

that all teachers and pupils can access and use this facility as a means of continuing with 

some teaching and learning in the event of a school closure. Teachers and pupils may also 

communicate using the c2k e-mail facility. I would emphasise that when using these 

communication methods, only the school e-mail addresses can be used.   

We have already posted information on the school App about how pupils can work from home and 

maintain contact with their teachers and in the event of a school closure, this will be very important. In 

such a scenario, we would advise that all pupils would, insofar as possible, maintain a normal working 

school day from home, using the time to complete set exercises, communicate with their teachers and 

engage in private study and question practice. Pupils in Years 11-14 will have ample access to past 

examination papers, which provide one of the most effective ways of preparing for examinations. KS3 

pupils have been provided with a guidance sheet by Mrs Lilleker.  

Pupils should ensure that they do not leave important books or notes in school as, in the event of a 

school closure, they may not be able to access them.  

As we receive information we will keep you updated using the school App and the school website and 

we hope that everyone in the entire school community remains safe over the St Patrick’s Day holidays 

and over the coming months.  

The school is mindful at this time of the worries and difficulties faced by many families arising not only 

from the coronavirus but also the anniversary of the Greenvale tragedy as well as general anxiety and 

stress that may arise for examination students should the school have to close. Therefore the school 

counsellor will continue to be available and can be contacted on 07966 434499 or e-mail: 

arttherapyworks@me.com 

In the event of a closure, any queries may be directed to the school e-mail 

account:info@stpatricksacademy.dungannon.ni.sch.uk (referencing the relevant staff member in the 

subject line) but we will also endeavour to keep the phone line open on 028 87 727400.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Mr F Donnelly 

Principal 
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