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Information for parents
Year 10 students have been busy preparing for GCSE subject choice during careers lessons
this year. They have spent a considerable amount of time researching the various GCSE
subjects available to them and are in the process of completing a subject choice information
booklet.
Advice
To best support your son/daughter through this important process we would ask that
parents/guardians discuss the research that they have carried out during careers lessons.
This will help your son/daughter to identify subjects that are appropriate to their skills,
abilities and interests. Details of topics covered and any coursework requirements for GCSE
subjects are included in this booklet. Some general advice for parents would include:


Encouraging your son/daughter to choose subjects that they enjoy.



Encouraging your child to study subjects that they excel in.



Making sure that your son/daughter chooses subjects that match their skills
and qualities so that they have the opportunity to develop these attributes.



Encouraging your son/daughter to speak to teachers, relatives and older
pupils to help clarify any issues they may have about their chosen subjects.



Making sure your son/daughter chooses subjects that would be useful for a
future career in the area that they may have expressed an interest in.

If pupils already have a career path in mind, it is important that they have checked
university entry requirements carefully before making their final subject choice. This
information can be found on university prospectuses or by contacting university admissions.
Useful websites include: www.qub.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate or
www.ulster.ac.uk/courses or www.ucas.co.uk or www.cao.ie (for courses in Rep. of Ireland).
Timeline and support
Parents will have the opportunity to speak to teachers about subject choice at the ParentTeacher Meeting on Wednesday 20 February. Other important dates include:
 Preliminary subject choice deadline is Friday 15 March. Forms will be given out
during the first week of March. This is not a final decision but rather an indication of
subjects that your son/daughter is considering at the moment.
 Individual meeting for parents and pupils with a member of the school’s Senior
Leadership Team on Thursday 18 April to discuss and finalise subject choices. A
sample of the final subject choice form is contained at the back of this booklet.
Please note that the number of teaching groups is based on the information provided by
pupils and it is therefore difficult to accommodate students who may wish to change their
minds after the final deadline.
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GCSE Subjects
Your son/daughter will choose Nine GCSE subjects (ten if they are selected by the
Mathematics Department to study Further Mathematics).
St Patrick’s Academy requires all students to study four compulsory subjects:





English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Religious Studies

Students will then choose five subjects from the options listed below. The school strongly
recommends that pupils choose a science option and a language. If a pupil chooses not to
study a science and/or language, they should seek careers advice first to understand the
limitations it may place on future career options.






















Single Award Science (counts as one GCSE and pupils can choose 4 other subjects)
Double Award Science (counts as two GCSEs and pupils can choose 3 other subjects)
Triple Award Science (counts as three GCSEs and pupils can choose 2 other subjects)
French
Irish
Italian
Spanish
Art and Design
Business Studies
Digital Technology Multi-media or Digital Technology Programming (not both)
Drama
Engineering
Food and Nutrition
Geography
History
Journalism
Learning for Life and Work
Media Studies
Music
Physical Education
Technology and Design

Pupils may be asked to choose a sixth subject to act as a reserve if numbers choosing a
particular subject are already too large/small or if the subject is considered to be
inappropriate for the pupil.
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GCSE Preliminary Subject Choice Form
Name: _______________________

Class: _______

All Year 10 pupils will be required to choose at least nine GCSE subjects (ten if they are
selected for Further Maths). Students will study the following four compulsory subjects:





English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Religious Studies

Choose five subjects from the options listed below. Please select your chosen subjects by
numbering your choices 1-5 in order of preference. Please also indicate a ‘6th’ subject to
act as a reserve should one of your initial choices not be available to you.
Subject
Art and Design
Digital Technology Multi-Media

Indicate
1-6

Subject
Business Studies
Digital Technology Programming

(should not be chosen along with Programming)

(should not be chosen along with Multi-Media)

Drama

Engineering

French

Food and Nutrition

Geography

History

Irish

Italian

Journalism

Learning for Life and Work

Media Studies

Music

Physical Education
Science – Double Award

Science – Single Award

(worth one GCSE – choose 4 other subjects)

Science – Triple Award

(worth two GCSEs – choose 3 other subjects)

(worth three GCSEs – choose 2 other subjects)

Spanish

Technology and Design
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Indicate
1-6

The school strongly recommends that all pupils choose both a science and a
language option.
Students wishing to study Digital Technology should choose either the Multi-Media
or Programming option. They cannot select both.
Students may be asked to make an alternative choice if numbers choosing a
particular subject are already too large/small or if the subject is considered to be
inappropriate for the pupil.

SUBJECT:
EXAMINATION BOARD:
COURSE CONTENT:

ART & DESIGN
GCSE
CCEA
Explanatory Portfolio, Investigation of the Creative and
Cultural Industries & Externally Set Assignment

YEAR 11: Component 1 Part A: Explanatory Portfolio (to be completed by end of Phase 3 —June)
You must explore at least two disciplines and these can be drawing and painting, sculpture,
printmaking, textiles, ceramics, graphic design, photography or 3D design.
YEAR 12: Component 1 Part B: Investigating the Creative and Cultural Industries (to be
completed by the end of Dec)

You will complete one practical task, set by your teacher. You will build on the knowledge and skills
gained in Part A. You will learn about the different roles and work practices used in production of
art, craft and design in the creative and cultural industries. This may include practical opportunities,
for example workshops, museum visits, gallery visits or collaborating on a project. You will document
your research and use drawing to support the development of your work.
You will produce an outcome.
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (Jan-Mid April) You will complete work in response to a
stimulus paper that CCEA release in the final year of the course. You will complete at least 20 hours
of preparatory work in response to the theme in the paper. You will also produce and complete a
final outcome based on your preparatory work within a set period of 10 hours under exam
conditions.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT

MAIN TOPICS

Component 1
Part A:
Exploratory Portfolio
(no final outcome
required)

Core knowledge and understanding
Students demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of formal visual elements
through practical skills. They explore media,
techniques and process in at least two
disciplines.
Core Skills
Students become increasingly skilled at
developing ideas, applying understanding of
relevant practices, refining their ideas,
recording as they go and using visual language
critically.

Part B:
Investigating the
Creative and Cultural
Industries

(students complete one
practical task)

Component 2:
Externally Set
Assignment

A stimulus paper is released in early January of
the examination year (i.e. year of completion).
Students complete a minimum of 20 hours of
preparatory work in response to the theme.
Students also complete a final outcome within a
set 10 hour examination period.

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:

METHOD OF
ASSESSMENT
Controlled assessment
Part A (25%)
50marks

WEIGHTING

60%

Part B (35%)
70marks
Internally assessed and
externally moderated
Controlled Assessment
(80 marks)
Internally assessed and
externally moderated

40%

You will need to have an interest in art, craft or design. You will need to be creative and imaginative
and enjoy using your initiative in developing and expressing your personal ideas visually. You will be
required to explore working with a variety of 3D and 2D materials. You must be able to work well
independently and be good at meeting deadlines. A keenness to learn about established
practitioners, a willingness to experiment with techniques and an understanding of the need to
reflect and refine work will all aid success in this subject.
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SUBJECT:
EXAMINATION BOARD:

Business Studies
CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11 - Unit 1: Starting a business
Students are introduced to the fundamentals of starting a business. They will examine why
businesses start and the resources required to maintain and grow them. Students explore the aims
and the impact that various stakeholder groups may have on businesses. Students explore marketing
options and consider the impact of e-business on potential growth strategies. They also consider
why businesses conform to quality assurance standards and health and safety legislation.
YEAR 12 - Unit 2 - Developing a business
In this unit, students examine recruitment and selection practices and analyse the importance of a
business having motivated and well-trained employees. They identify the signs of business success
and failure and evaluate the different ways in which businesses grow. Students learn about business
finance. They examine the sources of finance and complete basic cash flow forecasts, as well as
interpreting simple financial statements. When analysing business performance, students consider
concepts such as ratio analysis and break-even (BE).
Unit 3 - Planning a business
In this synoptic unit, which may examine any area of content from the specification, students apply
knowledge and understanding drawn from across the whole specification to a real business context.
Links to other units appear in italics. Students carry out research and apply it, together with their
own knowledge, to a range of circumstances. They examine and evaluate specified areas of a
business plan and make reasoned recommendations. This unit is assessed by controlled assessment.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

MAIN TOPICS
Starting a business
The following topics will be examined:
 Creating a business
 Marketing
 Business Operations

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Structure
External exam -short structured questions
and extended writing.
Duration
1 hour 30 mins.

WEIGHTING

Developing a Business
The following topics will be examined:
 Human Resources
 Business Growth
 Finance
Planning a business
Task is set by CCEA based around a
business plan. Pupils research a
business and answer questions set by
CCEA.

Structure
External Exam - short structured questions
and extended writing.
Duration
1 hour 30 mins.
Structure
Controlled Assessment Task.
Internally marked and externally assessed
by CCEA. 12 hours of research time
followed by a one hour, formal exam.

40% of total
marks.

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:

40% of total
marks.

20% of final
mark

• an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts from opinions, to form arguments and to make
informed judgements;
• application of knowledge and skills to understand today’s business issues in local, national and
global contexts;
• appreciation of the perspectives of different stakeholders in business-related activities;
• consideration of the extent to which business activity can be ethical and sustainable; and
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SUBJECT:

Digital Technology (Multimedia)

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:
YEAR 11
Students will study one theory unit. There will be no Controlled Assessment in Year 11.
Unit 1: Digital Technology
Topics include: Representing Data, Representing Images, Representing Sound, Data Portability,
Software, Database Applications, Spreadsheet Applications, Computer Hardware, Network
Technologies, Cyberspace, Network Security and Data Transfer, Cloud Technology, Ethical, Legal and
Environmental Impact of Digital Technology on Wider Society, Legislation, Moral and Ethical
Considerations, Changes in Employment Opportunities, Skills Requirements and Work Practices,
Health and Safety, Digital Applications.
YEAR 12
Students will study two units:
Unit 2: Digital Authoring Concepts is a theory module. In this unit, students will develop
understanding of the concepts involved in the development of digital systems.
Topics include: Designing Solutions, Digital Development Considerations, Multimedia Applications,
Multimedia Authoring, Database Development, Significance of Testing and Developing Appropriate
Test Plans, Evaluation of Digitally Authored Systems Against a Set of User Requirements
Unit 3: Digital Authoring Practice – students will create a solution to a problem by designing a
relational database and a website that includes elements of scripting.
Topics include: Designing solutions using appropriate tools, Building a Solution, Testing a solution,
Evaluating a Solution.
ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Unit 1: Digital Technology
Unit 2: Digital Authoring Concepts
Unit 3: Digital Authoring Practice

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Examination (1 hour)
Examination (1 hour 30 mins)
Controlled Assessment

WEIGHTING
30%
40%
30%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
Problem-solving and analytical skills are beneficial.


Willingness to become Digital citizens and have the ability to use digital technology
purposefully and confidently to communicate, find information and to purchase goods and
services.
 Willingness to become Digital workers and to develop the ability to evaluate, configure and
use complex digital systems. These tasks often require basic programming skills such as
scripting.
*There is particular demand for females in the IT industry.
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SUBJECT:

Digital Technology (Programming)

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:
YEAR 11
Students will study one theory unit. There will be no Controlled Assessment in Year 11.
Unit 1: Digital Technology
Topics include: Representing Data, Representing Images, Representing Sound, Data Portability,
Software, Database Applications, Spreadsheet Applications, Computer Hardware, Network
Technologies, Cyberspace, Network Security and Data Transfer, Cloud Technology, Ethical, Legal and
Environmental Impact of Digital Technology on Wider Society, Legislation, Moral and Ethical
Considerations, Changes in Employment Opportunities, Skills Requirements and Work Practices,
Health and Safety, Digital Applications.
YEAR 12
Students will study two units:
Unit 4: Digital Development Concepts is a theory module. In this unit, students will analyse trends
in software development and the concepts involved in designing and building digital systems using
coded solutions.
Topics include: Contemporary Trends in Software Development, Digital data, Digital Design
Principles, Programming Constructs, Simple Error Handling Techniques, Developing Test Plans and
Testing a Solution, Evaluation of Digitally Authored Systems Against a set of User Requirements.
Unit 5: Digital Development Practice – students will create a coded solution to a problem by writing
a program on the computer in the Python programming language.
Topics include: Designing solutions using appropriate tools, Building a Solution, Testing a solution,
Evaluating a System.
ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Unit 1: Digital Technology
Unit 4: Digital Development Concepts
Unit 5: Digital Development Practice

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Examination (1 hour)
Examination (1 hour 30 mins)
Controlled Assessment

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:

WEIGHTING
30%
40%
30%

Problem-solving, numerical, logical and analytical skills required.
 Determination to become Digital makers and develop higher level skills sufficient to build
digital technology, typically software development. The CCEA Digital Technology
(Programming) qualification is a direct response to the call for digital makers in the UK.
*There is particular demand for females in the IT industry.
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SUBJECT:

Drama

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:
YEAR 11 Set Text Study
Devising Drama
Theatre visits will take place throughout the two-year course (evenings and during the school day).
YEAR 12

Scripted Performance
Set text study

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
1

MAIN TOPICS
Devised Drama

2

Scripted Performance

3

Knowledge and understanding of
Drama (Set Text)

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Controlled assessment
(Performance recorded)
Controlled assessment
(Moderator visit)
Written examination

WEIGHTING
25%
35%
40%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
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Enthusiasm for drama



Experience of drama (local theatre groups, attendance of productions, speech and
drama study…)



Good contributor in group situations



Good range of vocal and physical skills



Good ability to write extended answers



Good reader



Ability to learn lines and commit to a rehearsal schedule

SUBJECT:

English Language

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11
Unit 1 -Writing for purpose and Audience and Reading to Access Non-fiction and Media Texts
Unit 2 – Speaking and Listening
Unit 3, Task 2 - Studying Written Language
YEAR 12
Unit 4 – Personal or Creative Writing and Reading Literary and Non-Fiction Texts
Unit 2 – Speaking and Listening
Unit 3, Task 1 – Studying Spoken Language

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
One and Four

MAIN TOPICS
One - Writing for purpose and
Audience and Reading to Access
Non-fiction and Media Texts
Four - Personal or Creative Writing
and Reading Literary and NonFiction Texts

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
External written
examination:
1 hour 45 minutes each
Students complete 5 tasks

WEIGHTING
30% each
Unit
(60% overall)

Two

Speaking and Listening:
Role play
Group Discussion
Individual presentation (Speech)

20%

Three

Task One: Studying Spoken
Language
Task Two: Studying Written
Language

Students complete tasks
throughout the two year
course.
Final mark is based on best
mark for each of the 3
strands
Controlled Assessment:
Prepared in advance and
completed under exam
conditions in the classroom

10% each
(20% overall)

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
Studying English Language develops your communication skills, teaches you how to present with
confidence and improves your writing skills. The use of the English Language is beneficial to all
career paths, giving you skills that can be used in many different real life situations.
You will have the opportunity to read and explore a wide range of texts. This will help you to form
independent views and learn how to challenge and argue your point of view

Studying English Language will help you to engage with spoken and written language,
allow you to explore texts, words and images and learn how to express opinions, form
independent views and challenge ideas.
By studying English Language, you will be able to build on your skills and capabilities in
using written and spoken language. You will be given the opportunity, through the use of
reading, to develop your skills as a writer.
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SUBJECT:

English Literature

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11
Unit 1 – The Study of Prose, Sections A (Novel) and B (Unseen Prose)
Unit 2, Section A – The Study of Drama
YEAR 12
Unit 2 Section A - The Study of Drama
Section B – The Study of Poetry
Unit 3 – The Study of Shakespeare

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
1

2
3

MAIN TOPICS
Section A: Of Mice and Men or To
Kill a Mockingbird
Section B: sample unseen prose
extracts

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
External examination
1 hour and 45 minutes

Blood Brothers or other drama text
15 poems from one of the 3 CCEA
anthologies
Macbeth or other Shakespeare play

External examination
2 hours
Controlled Assessment
2 hours

WEIGHTING
Section
A:20%
Section
B:10%
(30% overall)
Each section
is worth 25%
(50% overall)
20%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
English Literature enhances your ability to be critical and analytical. It opens
up your mind and imagination, helping you to think independently and
increase your knowledge and understanding of a variety of literature.
The course will develop your ability to write accurately and clearly. You will learn
to research, plan and prepare your responses using your own ideas and interests.
You will discover how to be creative when explaining themes, characters, settings and
their influences through social, cultural and historical situations.
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SUBJECT:

Engineering and Manufacturing

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11
Health & Safety, Materials, Manufacturing processes
Controlled Assessment Task
Manufacturing tasks
YEAR 12
Recap Materials, Engineering Maths, Manufacturing methods, Industrial manufacturing processes
Systems Electronic, mechanical and pneumatic. Practical exam (Unit 2).

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
1

2

3

MAIN TOPICS

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

WEIGHTING

Materials, manufacturing
methods.
Sketching and CAD
Students have 20 hours to
complete the task.

Controlled Assessment Task
Complete 12 A3 pages for a
design portfolio
Task completed in Year 11

Worth 25%

Manufacturing
use of health and safety, cutting,
drilling, measuring, marking out,
quality control techniques etc.

Practical exam (3hous)
Externally assessed in school.
Students will make a product
under exam conditions testing
manufacturing skills.
Exam completed in April/May of
Year 12.
2 hour written exam.
Section A – 5 questions based
on pre-release material. (a sheet
providing information on a
product will be given to students
in January of Year 12
Section B. 6 questions

Worth 25%

Brief summary of Content for
Unit 3
Types of materials- metals,
plastics, wood, Composite.
SMART
Mathematical calculations
Material Properties
Material calculations
Manufacturing methods,
Manufacturing costs
Use CAD and CAM (Computer
Aided Manufacture)
Systems- electronics,
mechanicals, pneumatic

Worth 50%

Questions based on unit content.

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES: Time management, Able to use initiative, Ability to research and

analyse information, organised, Problem-solving, Motivated, Competent drawing skills to
communicate design ideas, competent in use of a computer for word processing and Computer
aided Design (Solidworks).
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SUBJECT:

Food and Nutrition

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:
Year 11 - Energy and nutrients; Macronutrients / Micronutrients; Dietary fibre and water;
Nutritional and dietary needs; Priority health issues
YEAR 12 - Food provenance; Food processing and production; Being an effective consumer

when shopping for food; Factors affecting food choice; Food safety; Resource management
ASSESSMENT:
UNIT

Component 1:
Food and
nutrition

MAIN TOPICS














Component 2:
Practical Food
and Nutrition

Food provenance
Food processing and
production
Food and nutrition for
good health
Energy and nutrients
Macronutrients /
Micronutrients
Dietary fibre and water
Nutritional and dietary
needs
Priority health issues
Being an effective
consumer when shopping
for food
Factors affecting food
choice
Food safety
Resource management

Food preparation, cooking and
presentation skills

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

WEIGHTING

2 hour
external exam

50%

One controlled
assessment task

50%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
 Interest and enthusiasm in food and health related issues
 Ability to work independently and as part of a team when necessary
 Good research skills to explore current issues associated with food and health
 Ability to multi-task and use initiative in a practical situation
 Good written communication skills
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SUBJECT:

French

GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD: CCEA
COURSE CONTENT: This is a new course in CCEA GCSE French which commenced in September 2017.
Students will study 3 contexts of learning over the two years of GCSE study:
Context 1: Identity, lifestyle and culture
Context 2: Local, National, International and Global areas of interest
Context 3: School life, studies and the world of work.
YEAR 11: Students will focus on Context 1 & Context 2. This will involve the consolidation and the
extension of many topics covered at KS3 level: family, leisure, shopping, new technologies, local
area, the environment, home and daily routine.
YEAR 12: Students will focus on Context 2 & Context 3. This will involve the topics of health,
holidays, school life, part-time jobs, future career plans.
Students will be provided with a GCSE work booklet for each Context of Learning which will include
all essential vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing and speaking tasks. In addition, they will have
copies of the GCSE text books for reading/ listening practice.
As students are expected to write and communicate accurately in French they will be required to
learn vocabulary and grammar on a regular basis and will be tested weekly on small sections. In
addition to vocabulary and grammar notes, reading & listening resources will be available to
students on the school’s VLE site. Past papers in reading and listening including the audio tracks will
also be available to students and used for assessments.
ASSESSMENT:
There are 2 tier levels available in reading, listening and writing. (Foundation/ Higher tier)
Tier entries will be advised in February of the second year of GCSE study for each module.
UNIT
MAIN TOPICS
METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Speaking Students are required to speak for 8 minutes on 2 topics
The speaking test will be
from the GCSE Specification. One topic will be selected by
conducted by the subject
CCEA in advance. Students will complete 2 role-plays based teacher in the final term of
on GCSE topics.
year 12.
Listening
Reading
Writing

WEIGHTING
25%

Foundation/ Higher tier test paper based on all GCSE topics

Test papers set by CCEA

25%

Foundation/ Higher tier test paper based on all GCSE topics

Test papers set by CCEA

25%

Foundation/ Higher tier test paper based on all GCSE topics
Test papers set by CCEA
25%
USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
 A determination to improve in French.
 The ability to regularly study topic vocabulary and key grammar points.
 The ability to prepare thoroughly for all assessment tasks and respect deadlines.
 The ability to work independently at home and in class on past paper reading, listening and
writing papers.
 An ability to work independently and with others
 Confidence to communicate clearly and effectively in the French language
 Willingness to develop knowledge for the French language by using it in practical situations
 Enthusiastic to understand the French language and culture
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SUBJECT:

Geography

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11
Unit 1:
Understanding Our Natural World
Theme A: River Environments (25%)
Theme B: Coastal Environments (25%)
Theme C: Our Changing Weather and Climate (25%)
Theme D: The Restless Earth (25%)
YEAR 12
Unit 2:
Living in Our World
Theme A: Population and Migration (25%)
Theme B: Changing Urban Areas (25%)
Theme C: Contrasts in World Development (25%)
Theme D: Managing Our Environment (25%)
Unit 3:
Fieldwork
Students will answer questions about their River Study in an exam.
Students must bring a fieldwork statement and table of data into the examination.
Students base their answers on their knowledge and experience of fieldwork.
Time: 1 hour.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
1- Physical
Geography
2- Human
Geography
3- Fieldwork

MAIN TOPICS
Rivers, Coasts, Weather and
Restless Earth.
Population, Settlement,
Development, Managing our
environment.
Skills.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Written exam 1 ½ hrs

WEIGHTING
40 %

Written exam 1 ½ hrs

40 %

Written exam 1 hour

20 %

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
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An interest in the world around you.
General knowledge of current events also helps.
Literacy - you will have to be prepared to write extended answers for case studies.
Numeracy - you have to draw graphs and analyse data for the fieldwork paper and be able to
understand OS maps.
If you like the subject in Key Stage 3 then it is quite similar at GCSE, except you will study the
topics in more detail.
Geography is about recognising the problems and threats that exist in the world around us
and trying to find solutions to these.

GCSE

SUBJECT:

History

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:
YEAR 11

Life in Nazi Germany 1933 – 45
Changing Relations: Northern Ireland and its Neighbours 1965 - 1998
YEAR 12
International Relations, 1945 - 2003

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Paper 1
(Secton A)

Paper 1
(Section B)

2
Paper 2

MAIN TOPICS
Nazi Germany; consolidation of
power, control and opposition, life
for workers, women and young
people, life for Jews and racial
minorities, Germany at war.
Northern Ireland; The O’Neill
years, campaign for civil rights, a
deteriorating situation, 1969 – 72,
the search for a political solution
1973-74, changing republican
strategy, 1993 Downing Street
Declaration and 1998 Good Friday
Agreement.
International Relations; emerging
superpower rivalry 1945 – 49,
flashpoints in Europe 1949 – 1968
and their international impact,
flashpoints outside Europe 1949 –
1989 including Korea, Cuba and
Vietnam, the end of the Cold War
1985 – 1991.

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
 Quality of written communication
 Critical thinking
 Problem solving
 Prioritising and sequencing information
 Working with others
 Working independently
 Working with evidence
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METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Written Exam
(1hr 45 mins)

WEIGHTING
60%

Written Exam
(1hr 15 mins)

40%

GCSE

SUBJECT:

Irish

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11
Self, family and relationships, Tense work, Hobbies, Culture and Celebrations, Social media and new
technology, School life and extra-curricular activities.
YEAR 12
Holidays, Part-time jobs and future plans, Area, Health and Lifestyle, Caring for the Environment and
Shopping.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
1.Listening

MAIN TOPICS
General contexts 1,2 and 3

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Written examination:
35 mins Foundation
45 mins Higher

WEIGHTING
25%

2. Speaking

2 role plays and a general
conversation

7-12 min oral exam + 10
mins preparation time

25%

3. Reading

General contexts 1,2 and 3

Written examination:
50 mins Foundation
1 hour Higher

25%

4. Writing

Lists, answering questions in Irish,
structured sentences and extended
writing (essay) on contexts 1,2 and 3.

Written examination:
1 hour Foundation
1 hour 15 Higher

25%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
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Interested in Irish culture and traditions
Organised approach to work
Confidence to speak the language (and work on pronunciation)
Interest in learning about language structures and grammar
Prepared to revise basic vocabulary and learn new vocabulary for new contexts e.g. media
Feis and Gaeltacht experience

SUBJECT:
EXAMINATION BOARD:
COURSE CONTENT:

Learning for Life and Work (LLW)
CCEA

GCSE

‘In studying LLW, you will learn about topics such as diversity and inclusion, causes of conflict, human
rights and social responsibility. This subject will develop your knowledge and understanding of living
a healthy lifestyle, impacts on health, having a healthy mind, healthy relationships and a positive
concept of self. You will also study personal safety, and how to manage a budget and make financial
decisions based on analysing information available to you.
As well as learning how to prepare for an interview and gain knowledge of what employers are
looking for, you will also study employment contracts and terms/conditions of employment. It will
inform you about what is expected of you as an employee, and the responsibilities of the
employer.’(CCEA, Student Guide, 2017)
Students study four Units, three are externally assessed and one controlled assessment task.

YEAR 11
UNIT
Unit 1:
Local and Global
Citizenhip

Unit 2:
Personal
Development

MAIN TOPICS
 diversity and inclusion;
 rights and responsibilities;
 government and civil society;
 democratic institutions
 democracy; and
 the role of NGO’s.
 personal health and well-being;
 emotions and reactions to life
experiences;
 relationships and sexuality;
 personal safety and well-being;
 responsible parenting; and
 making informed financial decisions.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
External written
examination

WEIGHTING

1 Hour

20%

End of Year 11
External written
examination

20%

1 Hour
End of Year 11

YEAR 12
UNIT

MAIN TOPICS
 the impact of globalisation on employment;
Unit 3:
 preparing for employment;
Employability  rights and responsibilities of employers and
employees;
 social responsibility of business;
 exploring self-employment; and
 personal career management.
Unit 4:
Students complete one task. This involves: planning a
Controlled
task, researching, organising information,
Assessment
communicating findings, self- evaluation and
presentation of findings.

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
External written
examination
1 Hour
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20%

End of Year 12
Controlled Assessment
Task done carried out in
Year 12

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:


WEIGHTING

communication skills (students will have to undertake extended pieces of writing in
assessments);
organisational skills;
analytical skills;
research skills;
time-management skills; and
self-management skills.

40%

GCSE

SUBJECT:

Mathematics

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11 - Students will study either M3 or M4:
M3 topics include: calculating HCF and LCM, calculating upper and lower bounds with multiplication
and addition problems, understanding of an equation and an identity, expanding double brackets,
factorizing quadratics with coefficient of x2 of 1, use of compound measures, understanding of the
terms sample and population, calculating averages, cumulative frequency, percentages, solving
equations, Pythagoras and trigonometry, coordinate geometry and calculating lengths of arcs and
areas of sectors;
M4 topics include all in M3 along with calculating upper and lower bounds with division and
subtraction problems, histograms, sampling, circle theorems, more complex quadratic factorizing,
algebraic fractions and solving equations with algebraic fractions, gradients of perpendicular lines
and more complex mensuration problems;
YEAR 12 - Students will study either M7 or M8:
M7 topics include: standard form, transformations, substitution into formulae, rearranging
formulae, similarity, inequalities, drawing and interpreting real life graphs, relationship between
enlargement and volume of shapes, probability, use of surds and pi in exact solutions of calculations,
calculation using index notation including positive and negative indices, nth term of non-linear
sequences, recognize and sketch non-linear graphs, direct proportion problems and product rule for
counting;
M8 topics include all in M7 along with a knowledge of irrational numbers, recurring decimals, index
notation, growth and decay problems, surds, solving one linear and one non-linear simultaneous
equations, sketching exponential graphs, graphical solutions of equations, interpreting gradient as a
rate of change, equation of a circle and finding the equation of a tangent to a circle, inverse
proportion, sine/cosine rules and area of a triangle, 3D Pythagoras and Trigonometry problems,
enlargements with a negative scale factor, length/area/volume ratios of similar shapes and more
complex probability problems including non-independent events;

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
M3 or M4

MAIN TOPICS
As listed above

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
WEIGHTING
External 2 hour written examination with
45%
calculator in summer of Year 11.
M7 or M8
As listed above 2 External written examinations:
55%
Paper 1 Non-Calculator (lasts 1hr 15mins)
Paper 2 Calculator (lasts 1 hr 15mins and
done in summer of Year 12).
*Pupil who hope to study Further Mathematics in Year 12 will study M4 and M8 in Year 11.

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:

This specification aims to encourage you to:
• Able to develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods
and concepts;
• Ability to acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems;
• Able to reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions; and
to comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of
forms appropriate to the information and context.
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SUBJECT:

Further Mathematics

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:

This course is only taught in Year 12.
Pupils selected to study Further Mathematics will have already covered M4 and M8 in Year 11.
GCSE Further Mathematics extends mathematical knowledge and skills beyond GCSE Higher and
provides an excellent preparation for AS Mathematics. There are 4 Units in this specification. All
students will sit Unit 1 – Pure Mathematics along with two out of Unit 2 – Mechanics and/or Unit 3 –
Statistics and/or Unit 4 – Discrete and Decision Mathematics. We will be preparing students for
Units 1, 2 and 3;
Unit 1 – Pure Mathematics (Mandatory)
This paper covers topics such as:
Algebra (including solving equations in 2 or 3 unknowns, algebraic fractions, completing the square,
quadratic inequalities), Matrices, Logarithms (including log/log graphs), Trigonometry (including
solving trigonometric equations and drawing trigonometric graphs), Differentiation, Integration;
Unit 2 – Mechanics (Optional)
Mechanics relates to work studied in other subjects such as science. It covers topics such as
Newton’s Laws, Moments, Kinematics, Velocity/time graphs, Forces, and Vectors;
Unit 3 – Statistics (Optional)
Statistics relates to how we collect and interpret data. It covers topics such as calculating averages
and standard deviation, Spearman’s rank, Binomial Distribution, Normal Distribution and probability;
Unit 4 – Discrete and Decision Mathematics (Optional)
This paper covers the topics:
Counting, Logic, Linear Programming, Time Series and Critical Path Analysis;

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Unit 1 (Mandatory)
Pure Maths
Unit 2 (Optional)
Mechanics
Unit 3 (Optional)
Statistics
Unit 4 (Optional)
Discrete and Decision Maths

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:

MAIN TOPICS
As listed
above
As listed
above
As listed
above
As listed
above

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
External 2 hour written
examination with calculator.
External 1 hour written
examination with calculator.
External 1 hour written
examination with calculator.
External 1 hour written
examination with calculator.

WEIGHTING
50%
25%
25%
25%

It is recommended that students studying the GCSE Further Maths specification have obtained at
least a grade A in the GCSE Maths specification in Year 11. Pupils should have the:
 Ability to select and apply mathematical techniques and methods to mathematical,
every day and real-world situations;
 Ability to reason mathematically, interpret and communicate mathematical information,
make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions;
 Ability to extend their base in mathematics from which they can progress to:
- higher studies in mathematics; and/or
- studies such as science, geography, technology or business, which contain a significant requirement
in mathematics beyond Higher Tier GCSE Mathematics; and
 Ability to design and develop mathematical models that allow them to use problem-solving
strategies and apply a broader range of mathematics to a variety of situations.
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GCSE

SUBJECT:

Media Studies

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS
COURSE CONTENT:
The following forms of media are studied in depth: newspapers, television, music video,
online, social and participatory media, advertising and marketing, film, video games, radio
and magazines.
YEAR 11 - Introduction to media studies. Engaging with the theoretical framework and key
theories and theorists. Analysis of a range of media products including film, television, music
video, gaming and online media. Study of set products in Component 1.
YEAR 12 - Revision of theoretical framework and key theories and theorists. Focus on set
products in Component 2 – television sitcom, crime drama, blogs and vlogs, website
analysis. Non- Exam Assessment task on set media brief.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT

MAIN TOPICS

1

Advertising, marketing,
magazines,
film, radio, videogames.

METHOD OF
ASSESSMENT
Written examination

WEIGHTING
40%

2

Television including crime
drama and sitcom, music video,
online, social and participatory
media.

Written examination

30%

3

Creating a media product.

Non Exam Assessment

30%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
Media Studies encourages students to 
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demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis
acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues
develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and their role both
historically and currently in society, culture and politics
understand and apply specialist subject-specific terminology to analyse and compare
media products and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed in order to
make informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions about
media issues
appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports
theoretical understanding
develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production.

GCSE

SUBJECT:

Music

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:
YEAR 11
Composition 1
Popular Song 1980 to the present day
Film Music
Musical Traditions of Ireland
Performing
YEAR 12
Composition 2
Western Classical Music 1600-1910
Performing

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Performing &
Appraising

MAIN TOPICS
Solo and ensemble performing

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
Assessed by a visiting
examiner in term 2/3 of Year
12

WEIGHTING
35%

Composing

Two compositions to be completed
during the course.

Internally assessed
coursework

30%

Listening &
Appraising

Four areas of study:
Popular Music: 1980 to the present
day; Film Music; Musical Traditions
of Ireland; Western Classical Music
1600-1910.

One listening exam

35%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
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Ability to play an instrument/sing
Confident performer
Disciplined regarding practice
Creative
Committed-composition work will take place outside class time
Interested in learning about music from different periods and genres

SUBJECT:

Physical Education

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

GCSE

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11
 The Body at Work
 Health and Lifestyle Decisions
 The Active Leisure Industry
 The quality, efficiency and effectiveness of performances in physical activities and sports – 3
practical options.
YEAR 12
 Developing Physical Fitness for Performance
 Developing Skilled Performance
 The quality, efficiency and effectiveness of performances in physical activities and sports – 3
practical options from Year 11
 Oral presentation on analysis of performance in practical of choice.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Component
1

Component
2

Component
3

MAIN TOPICS
Factors Underpinning Health and Performance

Developing Performance

Individual Performances
 Individual Performance in 3 Physical
Activities. [1 may be in role of event
manager] &
 Presentation on observation and analysis
of performance in 1 of the above

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
External written Examination
[1 hr 15 mins]
Students answer short response
questions and questions that
require extended writing.
External written Examination
[1 hr 15 mins]
Students answer short response
questions and questions that
require extended writing.
Internal Standardisation
throughout the course.
External Practical Moderation in
May of Year 12.

WEIGHTING
25 %

25 %

50%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
Students should be able to apply:


sound strategies, tactical principles or compositional ideas and principles as well as a range
of skills and techniques to their studies
 optimum physical and mental fitness;
 the rules, health and safety requirements and etiquette;
 event and time management skills
Students must also be able to:
 analyse and evaluate the quality of the observed or experienced performances;
 communicate orally their observations as they happen;
 provide ongoing analysis and evaluation of performances; and
 provide and communicate orally, summary evaluations after performances
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GCSE

SUBJECT:

Religious Studies

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11: Roman Catholicism


The birth of the Christian Church and Christianity in Ireland



Church government



Worship in the Catholic Church



Sacraments in the Catholic Church



The role of the church in contemporary society

YEAR 12: Christian Ethics


Personal and family issues



Matters of life and death



Developments in bioethics



Contemporary issues in Christianity



Modern Warfare

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT

MAIN TOPICS

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

WEIGHTING

3.2

Roman Catholicism

Examination-1.5 hours

50%

3.6

Christian Ethics

Examination-1.5 hours

50%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:


Working with others;



Investigating changing attitudes to key issues; and



Analysing and assessing evidence and multiple perspectives.



Evaluative skills
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GCSE

SUBJECT:

Double Award Science (counts as two GCSEs)

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:
YEAR 11

Biology: Cells, Living Processes and Biodiversity;
Chemistry: Structures, trends, Chemical Reactions, Quantitative Chemistry and Analysis;
Physics: Motion, Force, Moments, Energy, Density, Kinetic Theory, Radioactivity, Nuclear Fission and Fusion
YEAR 12
Biology: Body Systems, Genetics, Microorganisms and Health;
Chemistry: Further Chemical Reactions, Rates and Equilibrium, Calculations and Organic Chemistry;
Physics: Waves, Light, Electricity, Magnetism, Electromagnetism and Space Physics

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Year 11
Biology 1
Chemistry 1
Physics 1
Year 12
Biology 2
Chemistry 2
Physics 2

MAIN TOPICS

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

WEIGHTING

As above

External Examination

11%
11%
11%

As above

External Examination

14%
14%
14%

Booklet A

Three practicals in Year 12 Term 2

Booklet B

Based on practicals in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics in Year 11
and Year 12

Practical paper which is
externally marked

Year 12
Practical skills

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
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Good Mathematical skills
Interpret and evaluate results
Make judgements and draw conclusions
Good Communication skills
Practical skills
Problem solving skills

External Examination

7.5%
17.5%

GCSE

SUBJECT:

Single Award Science (Counts as one GCSE)

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:
Year 11 and Year 12

Biology (Year 11: September- February)
Cells, Food and Diet, Genetics, Co-ordination and control, Reproductive system, Variation, Disease, Ecology
Chemistry (February in Year 11- November in Year 12)
Acids, Bases and salts, Elements, mixtures and compounds, Atomic Structure, Periodic Table, Bonding,
Materials, Formula, Qualitative Analysis, Reactivity Series, Rates of Reaction, Organic Chemistry;
Physics (Year 12: November – May)
Electricity, Heat Transfer, Waves, Road Transport, Earth and Space.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT
Year 11
Biology
(February of Year 11)

MAIN TOPICS

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

WEIGHTING

As above

External Examination

25%

Year 12
Chemistry
(November of Year 12)

As above

External Examination

25%

Year 12
Physics
(June of Year 12)

As above

External Examination

25%

Year 12
Practical skills
Booklet A
Booklet B

Two practical scenarios in Year 12
(Term 2)
Based on practical work in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics in Year 11
and Year 12

Practical paper which is
externally marked
External Examination

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
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Good Mathematical skills;
Be able to interpret and evaluate results,
Be able to make judgements and draw conclusions;
Good communication, practical and Problem-solving skills.

7.5%
17.5%

GCSE

SUBJECT:

Technology and Design

EXAMINATION BOARD:

CCEA

COURSE CONTENT:

YEAR 11
Materials and manufacturing, basic electronics, controlled assessment including a design folder, an
electronic circuit and some model making of a 3D housing
YEAR 12
Completion of the electronic circuit and housing for the circuit. Completion of design folder. Review of
previous theory work from Year 11. Higher level pneumatics and mechanism. Past paper practice.

ASSESSMENT:
UNIT

1

2

3

MAIN TOPICS

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT

WEIGHTING

This is a core unit and is
compulsory. In this unit you will
be tested on basic:
 Manufacturing;
 Electronics;
 Mechanical control
systems;
 Computer control
systems;
Pneumatic systems and control
In this unit you will be tested on
systems and control which will
include information on
mechanical and pneumatic
control systems.

Terminal exam.

25%

1hr

Terminal exam.

25%

1hr

This is a piece of coursework and Controlled assessment
involves a design folder and the
construction of an electronic
product from a range of themes
and has a time limit of 30 hours.
Starting in Jan of year 11 and
finishing by Jan of Year 12.

50%

USEFUL SKILLS/QUALITIES:
This subject involves taking every-day practical problems and then using your technological
knowledge to design and create a solution. You will learn how to communicate your solutions to
other people through drawings and computer images. You will make the solution using a range of
materials including wood, metal and plastics along with an electronic circuit.
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GCSE Subject Choice Form
Name…………………………………….

Class……………………….

Choice 1…………………………………………………………………………

Choice 2…………………………………………………………………………

Choice 3…………………………………………………………………………

Choice 4…………………………………………………………………………

Choice 5…………………………………………………………………………

Reserve Choice…………………………………………………………………

Parental Signature…………………………………. Date………………………

Student Signature…………………………………. Date………………………
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