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A touch of

CLASS

St. Patrick’s Academy is dedicated to enabling its students to become people of integrity and discernment
who will serve in the world as confident, competent and caring individuals.

Dear Parents / Guardians
As 2016 draws to a close we are mindful of those who are no longer with us,
particularly Norah Harrington, RIP, a loyal member of our catering staff, who
passed away at the beginning of July and former art teacher Bernadette Grimley
RIP, who passed away in July, also, after a long illness. We wish every blessing on
their families at this time.
School life goes on and our first term began with a celebration of the successes
of our outgoing ‘A’ level students and closed with a celebration of our GCSE
pupils’ achievements. It is central to our ethos that we recognise and encourage
all of our pupils to achieve their best and I hope you enjoy perusing the many
examples of their achievement and participation captured in this newsletter.

Taking their Medicine

Academy past pupil and author Christine Hamill
retraced her steps and rediscovered some old
Academy haunts as she joined the avid readers of
Year 8 for a lively, engaging question and answer
session on her latest creative work, The Best
Medicine. Aimed at the over-nines, the book tells the
story of the many adventures of a budding twelveyear-old comedian. Thanks to Christine for coming
along to share her own literary experiences and for
sparking the creativity of the next generation.

The Starry Heights

It has been another year of exceptional
academic achievement with students achieving
at the highest level in public examinations with
some remarkable personal and departmental
achievements. The GCSE Prize-Giving
ceremony was a star-filled occasion for Sixth
Formers Emily Gribbin and Jane Bennett
(above, left) who each attained eleven A*
grades in the June examinations and shared
the Michael B Foley Cup.
For the Irish department it was an
unprecedented clean sweep with Academy
students taking the top three places in CCEA
GCSE with Jane Bennett, Dáire Fitzmaurice
and Hannah Toal jointly claiming the top spots.
There was further Irish success in Key Stage
3 when four Year 10 students won the interschools Gael Linn quiz. Home Economics

The challenges for young people growing up are greater than ever and, as many
will receive new digital devices at Christmas time, I would hope all of our pupils
learn to enjoy the benefits of social media but to be responsible and respectful
in the way that they use it.
I would like to thank you for your continued support over this term and wish you
and your families a peaceful and happy Christmas.
Fintan Donnelly Principal

students were also simmering with success
with Grainne Clancy achieving second place
in CCEA A Level and Sarah Campbell claiming
third place in GCSE.
The English department, also, had a notable
success with Caroline Campbell achieving
third place in CCEA A Level English Literature
whilst Sixth Form Art and Design student
Lauren Morrison (above, centre) is certainly
going places having achieved top marks with
her outstanding travel-themed GCSE portfolio.
And last and certainly not least, best wishes to
our two latest Oxbridge entrants,aideen Duffy
and Orlaith Cross, have just completed their
first term in top flight academia.

Competition. Siún will now go on to compete
in the NI Final in Hillsborough in the new year
where she will, no doubt, have the last word.

Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors

Year 13 students taking part in the Diana Award
Anti-Bullying Campaign

Congratulations to Year 13 student Siún
Palmer (above, right) whose powers of
expression saw her come out tops in regional
heat of the Soroptimist International
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In the Frame...

Year 14 Media students get in the picture with models from ACA on a
Premiership promotion at Dungannon Swifts FC.

Student Council

At the most recent meeting of the Student Council chaired by Serena
Maxwell the representatives of the various year groups discussed the
findings of the student homework survey which will now be taken into
account when finalising the updated Homework Policy. The issue of the
format and content of the homework diary was at the top of the agenda
with students suggesting a range of design improvements which would
better suit the particular needs of the different Key Stages. Among
these was the suggested inclusion of pages where students could better
record their assessment marks and the possible removal of some of the
advertising. The agenda for the new year will include a lively review of the
current rewards and sanctions system within the school.

Mad as Hatters... Year 9 students, with more than a hint of
mischief, enthusiastically developing the plot…

Thanks to all the agencies which have contributed to the Academy’s
extensive Personal and Social Education Programme during the
past term. We acknowledge the highly informative and engaging
internet safety presentation delivered to all Key Stages by Sue
Wright of the PSNI, the various health promotion programmes
and most recently, the presentation by the Love For Life team. In
the Academy our pastoral purpose is to support and care for every
student by developing health, wellbeing and a sense of self through
both personal reflection and through participation in these highlyvalued programmes.

Fun and Games... No shortage of volunteers for the

unrivalled range of extra-curricular sporting activities on offer to Key
Stage 3 pupils in the Academy. Thanks to Ulster Rugby and Ulster GAA
for their highly valued expertise and mentoring input. Game on!

Come Dine With Us...

Year 12 Home Economics students with a taste for the special occasion.

Charity still Top of the Class

Another year of top fundraising in the Academy with students across all
Key Stages displaying great initiative and enterprise to raise money for a
range of good causes. The Year 8 Halloween Fancy Dress raised £3340
which went to support Concern Worldwide, the Michaela Foundation.
and the Academy’s student support and counselling service. The Year
12 activity-day fundraiser collected over £2000 with £800 being donated
to Leukaemia & Lymphoma NI and an additional £800 going to support
the Danny Mills Heart Foundation, with its focus on Sudden Adult
Death Syndrome. An additional sum of £1415, also, went to support the
Academy’s in-house counselling service which is freely available to every
student. The SVDP raffle raised £360 and Mr McKearney’s name just
happened to be on the winning ticket. Thanks to all the Pope John Paul 11
students who gave so generously of their time and to Miss McAtasney
and Mrs McVey. Thank you to everyone who made such an effort with the
Shoe Box Appeal and with the SVDP hampers over the past few weeks.

The Art of Sharing

Academy Sixth Form students Jade Dynes and Alex Campbell
pictured with the Chair of Mid-Ulster District Council, Mr Trevor Wilson,
at the Shared Education Art exhibition in the Ranfurly House. The SEP
collaboration with the Royal School continued throughout the autumn
term with a series of artistic workshops for parents of students from both
the Academy and the RSD. Thanks to everyone who facilitated and took
part in this creative and shared adventure.

Musical Treat

An experience to relish for the Academy’s budding musicians as renowned
Derry pianist Ruth McGinley dropped by for a masterclass in tinkling the
ivories. A previous winner of both the RTE and BBC Young Musician of
the Year competitions, Ruth has toured as a solo recitalist throughout
Europe and recently released her debut solo album, 'Reconnection'. An
exceptionally high note on which to end an exhilarating 2016 for all in the
Music department.

Life and Soul

Thank you to all the
students who participated
so prayerfully and
reverently in the many
liturgical services which
took place during the past
term. Special thanks to
our school chaplain, Fr
Aidan McCann and to Mrs
Murray for their support.

The Chinese Connection

Year 8 students getting to grips with the Chinese alphabet in the
company of Confucius Institute mentor Miss Chen . Classes continue
next term on Tuesdays (HSK 1)and Thursdays (HSK2).

Mapping their Future

Thanks to Lorraine Barry and Will Megarry from Queen’s University for
leading the Geographic Information Systems (GIS) workshop with Year
11 Geography students. The event celebrated the latest developments
in mapping and geographic science.

The Appliance of Science

Sixth Form students experiencing life in the scientific surrounds of
the STEM module.

Digging Deep
Cheque It Out

Year 13 students make a cheque presentation to Barry Trainor for £1799
in aid of the Friends of the Street Children charity in Zambia.

The most eagerly awaited of building projects is now finally taking shape
with Tracey Brothers Ltd busily transforming the former playing pitches
into the shape of the new Academy. Completion of the £25m project is
due in the spring of 2018 when the students will move to the new site.
Seeing is, indeed, believing.

Champions!

It has been another year of invigorating and intensive extra-curricular
sport in the Academy with a host of teams from all age groups fielding
in a range of premier competitions. The Brock Cup champions of 2016
narrowly failed to hold off the challenge of St Patrick’s College, Maghera,
in a splendid Danske Bank Ulster Colleges' Rannafast Cup Final in the
Athletic Grounds. The MacRory Cup last visited the Academy in 2009 but
won’t be returning next year as the Academy lost out to Patrician High
Carrickmacross in a thrilling but eliminating play-off encounter. Special
commendation to Mr Carragher and Mr Mulgrew’s Year 8 team who
competed so sportingly in the Oisin McGrath Cup Final, in memory of
the young St Michael’s Enniskillen footballer. Academy team captain
Ronan Cassidy made a fitting tribute on behalf of his team by presenting
Oisin’s parents Sharon and Nigel with a card and letter at the end of the
game. The Academy’s Camogs remain the only Ulster Colleges' team
still standing, with the senior squad finishing strongly in their final league
match against Sacred Heart , Newry on a score-line of 5:7 to 2:1. They are
now through to the semi-final of the Ulster Colleges' Championship and a
clash with Our Lady’s Grammar, Newry in the new year. And finally a word
of congratulations to several students who achieved external recognition
in their particular sports; Year 14 student Laura Mason won Young
Camogie Player of the Year at the TeamTalk All Star Awards in Bundoran
where Lorcan Devlin (above with Eoghan Ruadh team mates) also
collected the alcolade of Young Hurler of the Year. Lorcan was one of
seven current and former Academy students who helped Eoghan Ruadh
capture their seventh consecutive Minor Championship title. It was also
a moment to savour for Year 12 student Lorcan Quinn who collected a
Danske Bank Queen’s University Future Star Award. And no less precious
a moment for year 14 student Maeve Maxwell who has just collected an
Ulster Colleges' All Star Award for Ladies' Gaelic Football. Stars galore!

Very well done to the Academy’s Bar Mock Trial students who finished
runners-up in the regional heat of the UK competition in the Royal Courts
of Justice, Belfast. The Academy’s legal representation for the occasion
included an accomplished and dynamic team of barristers, witnesses,
defendants and jurors supported by Dr Tony Lunny QC, professional
advocate and last year’s UK winner of the Mentor of the Year Award. Thanks
to Mrs Lisa O’Neill, school mentor and very well done to everyone who had
their day in court. They all benefitted greatly from this special opportunity
to develop advocacy, communication and a vast range of employability and
social skills. No right of appeal, unfortunately.

Community Outreach
It has been an incredibly busy yet rewarding and enriching first
term for all the Year 13 students who have been giving of their time
and energy across a wide range of community outreach and fundraising programmes. Top of the list and deserving of a helping hand
was the Southern Area Hospice with Academy students taking
part in the October street collection which raised £1534 and, also,
helping out at the bag-packing events in our local Sainsbury's in both
October and December. Stand Up To Cancer, LiLac Cancer Support
and Trócaire also benefitted with Academy students volunteering
for a range of fundraising activities. With the Halloween break,
came further opportunities for community engagement as Year 13
students assisted with children’s activities such as face-painting,
games and story-telling in the Western House Community Hub
in Coalisland. The festive period has been particularly busy with the
organisation of the annual Shoe Box Appeal and the promotion of the
Rotary Club’s Tree of Remembrance and Hope in Tesco, Dungannon.
The Sixth Form spirit of generosity knows no borders, however,
with the Friends of the Street Children Charity in Zambia recently
receiving a donation of £1799 to assist their humanitarian efforts
on behalf of the children in Kitwe.
The Academy’s array of community-based extra-curricular and cocurricular programmes on offer to the Sixth Form ensures an exciting,
hardworking, fast-paced and incredibly satisfying environment which
develops the essential skills of getting along with other people,
making friends and valuing the individual and the increasingly global
community to which we all belong. Everything we do is designed to
encourage, stimulate and inspire and we thank all our Year 13 students
and their mentor and Head of Year Mrs Cullen for the generosity with
which they have responded to these life-enhancing opportunities.
Looking forward to 2017 bringing us more of the splendid same.

The Spirit of Enterprise

The spirit of enterprise is still alive and well across all the Key Stages
with a great variety of projects and initiatives inspiring our students
to become the next generation of business leaders and enterprising
professionals. Thanks to Young Enterprise NI for the 'Your School Your
Business Programme' which certainly fired the enthusiasm of our new
recruits in Year 8. At the other end of the spectrum our Sixth Formers
have once again captured the imagination with their Positively Pocket’d
booklet which has been selling fast over the past few weeks. Profits from
the book of tips and inspirational sayings will be shared with the Niamh
Louise Foundation which offers support across the community in the
area of mental health. The Academy student bank, Smart Save, is also
up and running as part of the First Trust 'Build-A-Bank' competition. The
bank is open over lunchtime every Wednesday and an Amazon voucher
awaits every new account holder. The Business Studies department has
also been evoking the entrepreneurial spirit with the manager of Tesco
Dungannon , Graham Agnew, dropping in on the A Level class to share a
few retail secrets whilst taking the opportunity to meet a few of his very
own little part-time helpers.

PwC Flying Start Programme

PwC Back to Schools Tour visited the Academy to give an interactive
presentation aimed at informing pupils about their School Leaver
Programme. Students leaving school to join the programme can earn a
competitive salary whilst studying towards a professional qualification
designed by employers. The presentation was very well attended by Sixth
Formers keen to consider alternative pathways in the world of third level
education. Thank you to everyone who took part and especially to the
highly engaging and highly accountable team from PwC.

