Winter 2018

A touch of

CLASS

St. Patrick’s Academy is dedicated to enabling its students to become people of integrity and
discernment who will serve in the world as confident, competent and caring individuals.

Dear Parents / Guardians

I am delighted to bring you the first newsletter
of the new school year. Completing and moving
to a new school building has brought many
challenges for everyone but the outcome has
been tremendous. Pupils and staff have settled
enthusiastically into the new facilities and it is a
pleasure to see our pupils, at last, having access
to all of their classes under one roof.
By March 2019 we will take possession of a
new full size Gaelic pitch, a training pitch,
four tennis courts and a sports pavilion, all
currently under construction on the site of the
former school. Additional car-parking spaces
will, also, be made available later in the new
year and the Monsignor McEntegart pitch will
be fully upgraded, leaving the school with a full
suite of exceptional educational, sporting and
recreational facilities.

Joint Enterprise
Academy Sixth Form student Hannah Hughes and the young entrepreneurs of Edendork
Primary School find the perfect marketing mix at the Shared Education Business and
Enterprise Soap Day. Brexit or no Brexit, they’re ready!

As you will see from the pages of this newsletter,
the process of moving on to the new school
site has in no way diminished our energy or our
commitment to achieving excellence together.
School life continues as before but, perhaps,
with an added sense of enthusiasm and, indeed,
pride that this huge investment has finally, and
so satisfyingly, come to fruition, It is a worthy
monument to the vision of the clergy and the
Sisters of Mercy who established the original
schools over a century ago and to the many
thousands who have worked and studied at the
Academy in the intervening years.

Peak Acadamh
Annabel McAteer and
James McLaughlin

As we approach the new year we wish everyone
in our school community every continued
success.
Fintan Donnelly, Principal

Clare O'Hagan...
Having the last word at the Soroptimist
International Competition

Ashbourne success marks new beginning

Comhgairdeas to all the students and teachers in the Irish department who marked our
historic transition from the old Academy to the new school by winning the Ashbourne
Shield for the fifteenth time. The Ashbourne Shield is the most highly coveted award
for excellence and proficiency in spoken Irish and the occasion was marked by a truly
wonderful celebration of Gaelic culture, music and dance. In attendance at the event
were a great number of former teachers and pupils from the Academy’s Gaelic speaking
community as well as representatives from Comhaltas Uladh and a host of other Irish
cultural agencies. Pride of place among the guests must surely go to the peerless Charlie
Dillon who himself was a member of the first team to bring the Ashbourne Shield to the
Academy in 1947. The sense of achievement was further heightened when Academy
students also collected the Corn Ard Mhacha from Móna Uí Dhochartaigh as the top
achieving secondary school in this year’s Feis Dhun Geanainn. Head of Irish, Mrs Mary
Coyle paid tribute on this timely occasion to the school’s founders and acknowledged the
work of the priests and the Sisters of Mercy in nurturing and sustaining the Irish ethos
in the school for well over a century. Thank you to everyone who played their part on this
marvellous Academy occasion.
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Congratulations to dual player Aine McNulty

who was named Young Camogie Player of the Year
2018 at the annual TTM All Star Awards. And
congratulations also to Ryan McCabe who has just
picked up a Danske Bank Ulster Schools’ All Star.
A wonderful double sporting achievement.

info@stpatricksacademy.ni.sch.uk

Achieving excellence together
It has been another year of great curricular and co-curricular
achievement for the Academy with the annual GCSE Prize-Giving
ceremony acknowledging and rewarding collective success and
personal achievement at the very highest level.No fewer than forty
students achieved a straight run of A and A* grades in their June
examinations with several students also featuring in the top CCEA
rankings. Mark Lyttle took the top spot in Further Maths with Claire
Kelly making it a double in Home Economics (2nd) and Business
Studies (3rd). Our A Level students also made the podium with
Dylan Lyons (University of Edinburgh, Maths) achieving the top spot
in Further Maths and Emily Gribbin (QUB, Theoretical Physics)
achieving second place in History. And more success in recent days
for Clare O’Hagan and Annabel McAteer who came first and second
respectively in the local heat of the Soroptimist International Public
Speaking Competition. Clare will now participate in the NI final to
be held in Hillsborough next term and we wish her well.

On a power trip...

Well done to all our recycling heroes who took part in this year’s
European Week for Waste Reduction (EWWR) battery competition
sponsored by Mid-Ulster Council. Special thanks to Jill Eagleson,
the council’s fully-charged Environmental Education Officer and to
our own bundle of energy, Miss Ruth Donnelly for organising the
Academy's particiption in the event.

Bearing gifts

As we approach the end of another calendar year as a faith-based
community it is uplifting to see so many of our students not only
regularly participating in the Sacramental life of the Church but
also giving of their energy, time and talents across a range of spiritfilled initiatives. We have had many wonderful Advent liturgies over
the past few weeks and we look forward to the Diocesan Awards
ceremony in the spring when many of our students will be recognised
for their participation in the Pope John Paul 11 programme. We also
look towards the great Irish feast of St Brigid and our great tradition
of making crosses. As a Catholic community of teachers and learners
we are, indeed, blessed with the most complete programme of
prayerful liturgies and religious celebrations throughout the Church
year. Our beautiful new Oratory, right at the heart of our new school,
provides us all with a special and sacred space and the opportunity to
put prayer at the centre of school life.

The Art of Sharing
Academy and Royal School Dungannon Sixth Formers pictured,
above, in the artistic zone at the Shared Education Art and Design
workshop. For several years now the Academy has been at the
forefront of the innovative and imaginative Sharing Education
Signature Project (SESP) which encourages schools to collaborate
across a range of curricular and co-curricular projects. A great
number of SESP activities have been taking place throughout
the first term with a series of sporting, academic and culture
collaborations both at home and abroad. It was off to the Somme
and the battle fields of WW1 for thirty KS3 Royal and Academy
students in early autumn to commemorate all the Ulster men who
made the supreme sacrifice in the Great War. Closer to home our
annual joint Art and Design exhibition with the Royal School took
pride of place in the Ranfurly House Arts and Visitor Centre and
we were delighted to welcome the Royal School Sixth Formers on
board our mentoring programme for the first time. For those in
pursuit of the wilder side of life, the Duke of Edinburgh and the
President’s Award schemes continue to reign supreme with no
fewer that eighty four Royal and Academy students currently going
river deep and mountain high in pursuit of silver and gold. Thanks
to all the teachers and students from all the local schools whose
energy and commitment sustains this invaluable educational
partnership.
Year 10 students performing with the Onatti theatre group

All the world's a stage for AS Performing Arts students in their new studio.

Many thanks to the local firms and businesses which took part in the
Employability and Skills workshop which was organised for our Year 12
students as part of our KS4 Careers programme. We are indebted to EDGE
Innovate, Danske Bank, Dr McShane from the Moy Health Centre and
Conal McGarrity from P.A. Duffy & Co for their time, advice and expertise.

The great GCSE bake off
Learning on an industrial scale

Another exciting year ahead for all the Academy’s engineers with a
host of schemes and initiatives providing a range of opportunities for
students in the Sixth Form. Sorting out the pistons from the valves
and gears are the current members of the Sentinus team – Mark
Lyttle, Wiktoria Kania, Brógán Mullan and Jarlath Swail, – who have
just taken part in a Sentinus Workshop in Ulster University. The
project involves extensive research as well as collaborative teamwork
and the students will be looking towards achieving their Gold Crest
Awards from the British Science Association for their outstanding
efforts in the field of STEM. Thanks to everyone at TEREX Corporation
for engineering such a wonderful opportunity.

A case of total
conviction

Well done to our Bar Mock Trial team who took part in the regional
heat of the UK competition in the Royal Courts of Justice, Belfast.
Our dynamic team of barristers, defendants, witnesses and jurors
was once again brilliantly and tirelessly mentored by Dr Tony Lunny
QC, an outstanding former winner of the UK Mentor of the Year
Award. Thanks to Mrs Lisa O’Neill and all the team for representing
the Academy with such distinction along every stage of the journey,
from classroom to courtroom. The Bar Mock Trial project is an
exceptional learning experience for our Sixth Form students,
enabling and empowering them to acquire an excellent range of
communication and employability skills.

Thank you for the Music

The music department was privileged to welcome the Associate
Leader of the Ulster Orchestra, Ioana Pectu-Colan, as part of the
Moving On Music programme which champions new developments
in music across the community. Benefitting from some top-notch
mentoring were A Level students Amy McVeigh and Lara Symington
with all the Academy string students also invited to the event. And
still on the theme of moving on, we take this opportunity to wish Mrs
Mairéad Duffy every personal and professional success as she leaves
the Academy for an extended period to take up an exciting leadership
role in the world of music. On behalf of all her students past and
present we say thank you Mairéad for the music… and for a great
deal more, besides.
Sail away with Reagan Fay on the
Duke of Edinburgh scheme

Just the business!

Very well done to our Sixth Form enterprise team which took part in
the Young Enterprise Big Market held in St George’s Market, Belfast,
last week. Our totally connected Sixth Formers tempted the festive
shoppers with a host of mobile accessories and the relentlessly
persuasive Riona Cunningham clinched the award for Best Sales
representative. Thanks to all at Young Enterprise NI for their many
school based programmes which help develop and nurture the
leadership, personal development and presentation skills which are so
essential in preparing our students for life beyond the classroom.

Jiu-Jitsu packing quite
a punch on our extracurricular programme

Dreams do come true...

Hit Man
Charity tops the class

It has been another great year of fundraising in the Academy
with a host of charities benefitting hugely from the energy and
commitment of students across all the Key Stages. During the past
calendar year we have been able to support good causes to the tune
of £25,000. The Year 9 Action MS sponsored walk in Drum Manor
in June raised £3,629 whilst the Year 12 sports activity day raised
£2,000. The Year 10 football tournament raised £2,338 for the
Friends of Africa whilst Finn McCann and his classmates organised
a bake-sale along with the Year 10 sports day which raised a
whopping £4,000 for the A-T (ataxia-telangiectasia) Society
(pictured left). The outstandingly creative Year 8 fancy-dress raised
over £2,000 for our in-house student counselling service. Our
Advent charity drive despatched over 300 shoeboxes to be delivered
in time for Christmas to orphanages in Eastern Europe. A big thank
you to everyone in the Charity Committee for the exceptional effort
in harnessing the spirit of generosity towards others which lies at
the heart of the Academy ethos. Our charity effort amounts to a
catalogue of achievement in its own right and we commend all
those students and their parents who give so generously of their
time and their energy throughout the year.

Somewhere over the Rainbow...
It has been a truly rewarding first term for all our Year 8 students who
have so effortlessly made the transition from primary to secondary
level. It continues to be a lively journey of growth, development and
self-discovery for one and all and we are nothing if not impressed by
the tide of talent, creativity and generosity which has come on shore.
We are confident that our new recruits are all in a very good place and
more than ready to embrace the many adventures and opportunities of
Academy life. Our thanks to our school counsellor and trauma informed
schools practitioner, Jean Gascoigne, for her Yellow Brick Road pastoral
programme which places student wellbeing firmly at the top of all
our priorities. Our Year 8 students are all eagerly anticipating our fast
approaching Open Day on Friday 25th January 2019 where they will
take centre stage in showcasing the very best of Academy life.

The Academy’s new sports facilities have been stress-tested to near
destruction over the past few months with the school playing host to
a vast range of highly competitive sporting events. And it’s a brave

new world for our travel-weary basketballers who have finally a place
they can call home. They have been making no one feel at home
except themselves, however, with a series of very impressive wins
to their credit. Both the girls U-19 and U-16 teams go into the new
year topping their respective leagues with the U-16 boys making their
way through the play-off stages. The MacRory Cup squad has stirred
into life and is now just a game away from the knock-out stages
of the prestigious competition. The Ladies' U-20 football team is
already one stage further ahead having booked its place in the Ulster
Colleges' ‘B’ Final. The U-20 Camogs have also little trouble finding
the posts as they currently top their section of the Ulster Colleges
league. Meanwhile showing exceptional promise in the world of
cross-country is Year 8 pupil Alanna Rose Farley who overtook all the
competition to take first place in the Armagh Shared Education Cross
Country event. And finally a word of congratulations to the Academy
hurlers who were part of the first ever Tyrone team to lift the Ulster
Schools’ Casement Cup (pictured left). Particularly well done to man
of the match and the moment Conall Devlin.

