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A touch of

CLASS

St. Patrick’s Academy is dedicated to enabling its students to become people of integrity and
discernment who will serve in the world as confident, competent and caring individuals.

Leading Little Linguists

Students from P5 in
Edendork PS enjoying the
QUB language learning
partnership with the Academy

Dear Parents / Guardians

As another school year draws to a close I hope the summer edition
of our newsletter will provide you with a flavour of Academy life
over the past two terms. The examination season has just ended
for another year and I hope that all of our pupils have achieved
their personal best. This year has been one of change in the
Academy with the continued growth of peer mentoring and the
expansion of our after-school study programmes. We plan to
develop and promote these learning initiatives and other related
activities even more energetically over the coming year so that
standards can be raised for everyone.
We set out last year aiming to reform the KS4 curriculum and
having now implemented the first phase of this programme we
hope to extend the range of choices available for our GCSE pupils
in 2018. This reform will be further complemented and enhanced
by significant developments in our careers education provision in
the coming year.
You will be aware of the on-going cuts to school budgets and
while we have managed to sustain our curriculum and class sizes
in the face of very substantial financial pressures it is probable
that, like many schools, we will be forced to reduce curricular or
extra-curricular provision in the coming year. We will, therefore, be
announcing a major fundraising drive for 2018.
Work is continuing on the new school, which is now 55% complete
and on target to open on February 26th 2018. Please note that
the school will be closed for pupils from February 15th to 23rd to
enable the move to take place. It will be an exciting time for all
and we will provide you with much greater detail in advance of the
opening. As you may know, the current school building will have
to be demolished to make way for our new sports facilities and we
propose, therefore, organising several Open Days towards the end
of the first term so that past pupils may visit their Alma Mater for
one last time.
In an effort to improve communication, we will be launching a
downloadable App in September which will enable you to access
all Academy communications on your computer or mobile device.
Look out for details at the start of next term.
Finally, I would like to thank you for your continued support and I
wish you all a restful and pleasant summer holiday. I look forward
to seeing all of our pupils back, refreshed and energised, for the
challenges of a new and particularly eventful school year.
Fintan Donnelly, Principal

www.stpatricksacademy.org.uk

Another Brick in the Wall

Hard labour... Site manager Mr Paul Timlin of Treacy Brothers enlists
a few new recruits from GCSE Engineering for the summer.

Totally Driven

Finn Mc Cann, with first class passenger Tina Fitzpatrick, in the
driving seat at the Year 9 Action MS fundraising event.
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Fun and games at the Seal Scléipe

We thank all our incoming Year 8 students for playing their part in
our highly successful induction day and we look forward to seeing
you all in September.

That's some achievement!
Further along the Yellow Brick Road
A big thank you and well done to all our highly sprung new recruits
in Year 8 who eagerly played their part in the Yellow Brick Road
workshop with Jean Gascoigne, our school counsellor. It was a
great opportunity to learn about new beginnings and make new
friendships and everyone greatly enjoyed the activities. Many
thanks to Jean for her invaluable input into this programme and,
also, for the exceptional counselling facility which is available to
all our students. Thanks, also, to the form teachers and especially
Mrs Lilleker,( Head of Year 8), for her oversight and guidance. The
Academy’s Year 8 pastoral programme provides our students with
the best possible guidance, support and direction as they prepare
for the many challenges and many decisions of teenage life. Our
school counsellor, Jean, is, indeed, available to any student in the
school who is seeking advice or guidance. It’s good to talk.

Total faith

It has been another greatly rewarding year for students in Key Stage
3 and, in particular, for those whose particular achievement was
recognized at our end of year awards ceremony. We congratulate all
our students on their outstanding achievements across an unrivalled
range of academic pursuits and extra-curricular interests. A host
of awards reflected the distinctive contribution of so many of our
younger students to the wider cultural, sporting, artistic, pastoral
and charitable life of the school and, indeed, the wider community.
Such special occasions serve us well in highlighting our values,
underscoring our achievements and showcasing our distinctiveness
as an educational community. Pictured with Key Stage 3 VicePrincipal, Mrs Margaret McMahon, are some of our top achievers.
Well done to one and all!

The Smart Money

Congratulations to the Academy’s high-flying bankers who made
it through to the National Final of the ‘ Build a Bank Challenge’
which took place in the RDS, Dublin. Of the thirty-two competing
schools attending the regional final in Monaghan, only five were
chosen for the grand final and we commend the energy and
enthusiasm with which they have promoted the Smart Save brand
throughout the school. We thank the First Trust officials for their
support and advice.

Year 14 students receive
their Diocesan Awards
Thank you to everyone for so fully sharing and participating in our
celebration of our Catholic school over the past year. We have
been graced with a very full programme of prayerful liturgies and
traditional Catholic celebrations culminating with the Leavers’ Mass
of Thanksgiving before the exams. We thank our loyal Chaplain Fr
Aidan McCann and our Head of Religion, Mrs Loretta Murray, for
their steadfastness in providing and facilitating so many faith-filled
opportunities for our students during the past year. From our Sixth
Form Retreats in September to our sacramental celebrations; our
penitential and Eucharistic opportunities for each and every Year
Group; our flourishing Pioneer programme, our Pro-Life workshops,
our teams of volunteers in a host of outreach parish-based pastoral
activities; our charitable initiatives including the Lenten Trócaire
campaign and the passion and generosity with which so many
of our Sixth Formers participate in the Armagh Diocesan Awards
programme. As a school community we are truly blessed by the many
ways our students serve the wider community and share their Godgiven talents for the good of all. That’s our faith.

Ms Ann Walker CEO Action MS presents the top
fundraisers with their cerificates
The Academy’s Charity Committee has once again surpassed all
expectations by championing a range of charitable causes and
raising exceptional amounts for the community. A sense of social
responsibility, respect for others and generosity of spirit, all lie at the
heart of the Academy ethos and nowhere is this more evident than in
our extensive fundraising endeavours across all the Key Stages.
Our charitable efforts amount to a catalogue of achievement in their
own right and we commend all those students and parents who have
given of their time, their energy and, of course, their resources to
make this happen.
Leukaemia Research &
Lymphoma NI : £3000
Clic Sargent: £3000
Children’s Cancer Unit: £6617
Sr Concilio: £1000
Cancer Choices: £1000

The Michaela Foundation: £500
Action MS: £3473
Concern: £1782
Friends of Africa: £1799
Trocaire: £2016

Making an impact

It has been another thoroughly enterprising year for all in the
Business Studies department with a host of awards reflecting the
quality of the teaching and the spirit of enterprise throughout the
school. The Academy students have continued to promote the
business agenda with their innovative and adventurous business
projects across all the Key Stages. The latest venture, Positively
Pocket’d, collected the Social Impact award at the Young Enterprise
graduation ceremony in Titanic, Belfast. The judges acknowledged
their exceptional corporate responsibility in partnering with several
local charities. These enriching extra-curricular activities provide
students with an excellent grounding in the techniques of marketing
and equip them with essential leadership and communication skills
for life beyond the classroom. We wish all our budding captains of
industry every continued success.

Lights... camera... BREXIT!

Super Subs

Flavour of the moment are three Sixth Form Business Studies
students, Celine Murray, Toma Paulauskaite and Mark McCallion
whose appetising Super Sub entry in the Design a Sub Challenge
was judged winner in the NI Regional Final. Their Super Hero
themed ‘Super Sub’ product consisting of Chicken Breast, Bacon,
Lettuce and BBQ Sauce, was subsequently introduced across 80
SUBWAY stores. The Academy students’ sub had to be accompanied
by extensive marketing materials and a viable business plan and
based on the theme #LiveFresh. The students shared the appetising
first prize of £1,000 of Amazon vouchers.

Engineering success

Very well done to four Year 13 students, Ben Cunningham, Jack
Devlin, Rory Dolan and Jude Nicholl, all of whom received Gold Crest
Awards from the British Science Association following their work on
the Sentinus Team R+D Programme. The students were mentored
by Rachel Pattison from Terex with whom they collaborated on the
resolution of paintwork issues on the factory floor. Following extensive
research around the problem, the Sentinus students designed and
developed a solution to the issue and prepared a final report which
was presented to an independent group of engineers. The panel was
sufficiently impressed by the project to recommend the highest Gold
Crest Award. Thanks to the Head of Physics, Mrs Mary McLaughlin for
her technical guidance and mentoring oversight of the project. Well
done, also, to Year 10 students Niamh Owens, Finn McGurk, Maks
Sobolski, Keelin Brennan, Shannon Hughes, Christopher Mackle and
Cameron Daly who took part in the Rotary International Technology
Challenge in Ulster University as part of the Young Innovators
Sentinus project. They were all rewarded with certificates for their
inventive and problem-solving input.

Year 11 students working on their BBC School Report feature on
BREXIT. The programme can be accessed on the BBC website.

Under new management... Rory, Hannah, Dáire and Ciara

Leading the way
Life in the fast lane

Congratulations to Claire Pinkerton, John Mc Atamney and Lana
Sheehy our field and track athletes who competed successfully in
the Ulster Championships. Well done! Claire also went on to captain
the victorious Year 8 basketball team.

The outcome of the national election might have died down but the
Academy’s own internal election result will definitely ensure strong
and stable governance over the next twelve months. Hannah Toal and
Dáire O’Hagan will occupy the key roles of Head Girl and Head Boy
respectively and will be ably supported by Ciara O’Hagan and Rory
Dolan in their roles as deputies. A team of highly gifted and talented
prefects will support the key leadership team in delivering on their
wide ranging responsibilities and we wish them all well as they
embark on this new and challenging leadership project.

Pulling all the Strings..

Ending on a high note
Academy Mandarin students at the Confucius Awards Ceremony

We thank our Year 14 leavers for the generosity with which they
have shared their many gifts and talents with us all over the past
seven years and we acknowledge in particular, the musicians and
singers who have contributed so meaningfully to the school’s many
public and liturgical occasions. We wish them all every good fortune
and every blessing as they embark on new pathways in the coming
months. We have all been enriched by their commitment and their
dedication to the life of the school community and we have no
doubt that they will have a great deal to offer whatever their chosen
vocation. A huge word of appreciation, also, to all the parents,
without whose constant support and unfailing encouragement our
pupils could not hope to aim and achieve so highly.

Reaching for new heights in the
Sharing Education Programme

First, first and first... Áine, Aoife and Caoimhe
at the Feis Dhún Geannain

Gradaim na Gaeilge
Congratulations to Year 10 students in St. Patrick’s Academy who
sat the Silver Fáinne exam. A total of 148 students were successful
and a further 28 students received certificates of merit for spoken
Irish. Congratulations also to twelve Year 14 students who were
successful in the Gold Fáinne exam. A special mention to Year 10
student Amisha Koottungal Joy who received the Gradam Aoidh
Ruadh as top Year 10 girl in the Silver Fáinne exam and Luke
Donnelly who received Gradam Thomáis Uí Chléirigh as top boy.
The top student in the Year 14 Gold Fáinne exam and winner of the
Gradam na Máthar Beinin was Aoife O’Neill. Congratulations, also,
to Jarlath Swail and Claire O’Hagan who were placed joint second in
the Abair Irish Public speaking competition.

Designer student

Seacourt Print workshop for Year 11 Art and Design students.

Recipe for success
Thanks to everyone who took part in KS3 Healthy Eating Poster
Competition which was organized by the School Nutrition Action
Group. Notepads and vouchers were presented to our overall
winners: Aislinn Hamill, Caoimhe Slane, Cara Cassells, Rebecca
Connolly , Saoirse Donaghy and well done to all! And an end of
year word of thanks to all our catering, caretaking, ancilliary and
administration staff without whose exceptional dedication and
unfailing commitment our current level of success and achievement
would certainly not be on the menu.

Sixth Form students from both the Royal School and the Academy
have just returned from their Duke of Edinburgh/President’s Award
expedition in Glencolmcille and will now be looking forward to
obtaining their Gold Award. The Sharing Education Programme
continues to bring both schools together for a wide range of
collaborative curricular and extra-curricular activities. The
programme has developed greatly over the past number of years
under the Head Teachers’ leadership and support. The joint history
conference in April which involved thirty two Sixth Form students
working collaboratively on the topic of Ireland 1912-1925 was
joined by political commentator and historian Dr Brian Feeney
along with Dr Marie Coleman from Queen’s University. The joint art
exhibition in the Ranfurly Arts and Visitors Centre last month was an
artistic treat for one and all and the newly launched Year 8 activity
day was greatly enjoyed by all the participants. We look forward to
further exploring this exciting and innovative shared space.
Thanks to St Paul’s
Academy, London, for
their sporting visit and
we wish their talented
Gaelic footballers every
continued success.

